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Music Department 
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Bloomington/Normal Civic Women's Club 
Kemp Recital Hall 
Wednesday Evening 
November 20, 1991 
8:00p.m. 
from God's Trombones 
Prayer 
Spiritual fragments 
African American Art Songs 
James Weldon Johnson 
Tonya Mclin 
The Negro Speaks of Rivers Howard Swanson & Langston Hughes 
Jay Shannon 
from The Black Experience 
Early in the Morning 
from In the Bottom Suite 
Juba Dance 
Wry Fragments 
Joe Young,Piano 
David Baker & Mari Evans 
Craig Robinson 
Joe Young,Piano 
Nathaniel Dett 
Lorraine Loving, Piano 
Olly Wilson & James Cunningham 
Kimbery Woodson 
John Hays, Piano 
from Ballad of the Brown King 
Sing, Alleluia 
Margaret Bonds & Langston Hughes 
Mary Had a Baby 
Creative Arts Ensemble 
African American Spirituals 
Oh Mary, Don't You Weep Spiritual-Dixie Hummingbirds 
A.B.C. Dance Company 
Roclcin' Jerusalem 
from Gospel Mass 
AgnusDei 
RockaMySoul 
Walk With Me Lord 
Birmingham Workshop Choir 
Creative Arts Dancers 
Birmingham Workshop Choir 
Negro Spiritual 
(arranged by John W. Work) 
Robert Ray 
Spiritual 
Spiritual 
(arranged by Joe Young) 
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About the music 
We have this wonderful store of folk music-the melodies of an enslaved people, who poured 
out their longings, their griefs and their aspirations in the one great, universal language. But 
this store will be of no value unless we utilize it, unless we treat it in such manner that it can 
be presented in choral form, in lyric and operatic works, in concertos and suites and salon 
music-unless our musical architects take the rough timber of Negro themes and fashion 
from it music which will prove that we, too, have national feelings and characteristics, as the 
European peoples whose forms we have zealously followed for so long. 
-Nathaniel Dett (1918) 
About the composers 
David Baker (born 1931) received his music degrees from Indiana University. He has 
composed over sixty works from jazz chamber orchestra, string orchestra, string quartet, 
wind chamber group plus string and piano solo compositions. He has written three theory 
manuals and a book on jazz improvisation. 
MargaretBonds(1913-1972),acomposer-pianist,wasbominChicagoandeamedaMasters 
degree in Music from Northwestern University. She did further study in piano at Juilliard. 
Among the awards she received are a Rosenwald Fellowship, a Roy Harris Scholarship, and 
a Wanamaker Award. Her best known compositions are Migration, a ballet, Spiritual Suite 
for piano, and Ballad of the Brown King, a Christmas cantata for chorus. 
Howard Swanson (born dl 909) moved from Atlanta to Cleveland, Ohio, in 1917, where he 
completed public school and entered the Cleveland Institute of Music. He studied compo-
sition with Herbert Elwell there. Swanson wonaRosenwaldFellowshipin 1937 and studied 
in France with Nadia Boulanger. He also was a winner of the Guggenheim Fellowship and 
a grant from the American Academy of Arts. His works includeShort Symphony and several 
works for chamber ensemble and solo works for piano. 
Olly Wilson (born 1937)holds a Ph.D. from the University oflowa. He has played double bass 
in orchestras and taught at several universities including Oberlin Conservatory. He was 
awarded the 1968 Dartmouth Arts Council Prize-the first international competition for 
electronic compositi~for his composition Cetus. His other compositions include 
orchestral works, chamber ensemble works, as well as, other compositions for electronic tape 
and soloist. 
John Wesley Work Ill (1901-1968) was educated at Fisk, Juilliard, Columbia College, and 
Yale University. Following in the footsteps of his father, he collected and arranged Black folk 
songs and taught at Fisk University from 1927 until 1966. He published American Negro 
Songs and Spirituals in 1940. 
James Weldon Johnson (1871-1938), a poet-writer and graduate of Atlanta University 
( 1894 ), teamed up with his musician brother (J. Rosamond Johnson) to edit and produce two 
important song collections (The Book of AmericanNegro Spirituals [ 1925) and The Second 
Book of Negro Spirituals [1926)) and the African American National Anthem,Liji every 
Voice and Sing. His poetry has a musical quality which at its best (God's Trombone, 1927) 
evokes "a racial feeling" without resorting to dialect. 
Robert Nathaniel Dett (1882-1943) was born in Canada and earned a B.S. degree in 
composition and piano from Oberlin in 1908. He studied with Nadia Boulanger in France 
and Dett taught at severa!Black colleges including Lane, Lincoln, Hampton, and Bennett. In 
The Bottoms was composed in 1913. Dett' s choral works include "Listen to the Lambs" and 
"I'll Never Tum Back No More". 
Robert Ray, pianist, was on the music faculty at the University of Illinois in the 1970's where 
he, along with Willie Summerville (choral director at Urbana High School) organized the 
Black Gospel Choir within the music department. Gospel Mass (1981) continues the 
tradition of using African American Folk music as the basis for composition. Dr. Ray is 
presently on the music faculty at Northwestern University. 
About the soloists 
Tonya Mclin, a speech communication major, is a graduate of Harris High School in 
Colorado Springs and a sophomore transfer student from Rock Valley College in Rockford, 
Illinois. Tonya competes with the ISU Speech Team. 
Jay Shannon graduated from Hyde Park High School in Chicago, Illinois, and he is a music 
minor with an emphasis in voice. 
Craig Robinson is a Chicago native and a junior music education major with an emphasis in 
voice and piano. 
Kimberly Woodson is a 1987 graduate of Urbana High School and a Parkland College 
transfer student who is majoring in music therapy. 
Lorraine Loving received her Bachelor's degree from Southern University in Baton Rouge, 
Louisiana. She holds aMasterofMusic in Piano Performance from Illinois State University. 
Presently she is employed in the ISU Fine Arts Computer Lab. 
Joe Young graduated with honors from Stillman College in 1990 with a B.A. in Music and 
English. Presently, he is pursuing a masters degree in choral music and conducting from 
Illinois State. 
A native Chicagoan, John Hayes graduated from Hyde Park High School and Chicago State 
University (1989) where he received a B.A. in Music. He is a graduate assistant, pursuing 
a masters degree in Music Theory and Composition. 
About the groups 
The Creative Arts Ensemble was organized in the spring of 1970. The ensemble is dedicated 
to preserving the various kinds of African American Music as well as offering students 
experience in the Business of Music. 
Singers Dancers 
Jay Shannon Latitia Wardlow 
Martin Nance Kalier Howard 
JamillahMorris Carlos Phelix 
Nedra McKenzie 
Caryn Lee 
TonyaMcLin 
Tony Jones 
Melanie Moten 
Technical Support 
Mark Franklin 
Nicole Franklin 
Promotions 
Clarke Criddel 
KordAdarns 
Lyndetta Alsberry, an ISU Graduate and Creative Arts Alumnus, organized the A.B.C. 
Dance Company for elementary children in January 1990. It is designed to develop 
performing techniques in acting, singing, and dancing as well as to help young people acquire 
strong minds and self respect. 
Dancers 
AdiaBrown Courtney Henry Tiffany Arnold 
Sara Paxton Tosha Bell Tonya Jones 
Jennifer Henry Jonathan Alsberry Lidsay Arnold 
The Birmingham Workshop Choir came into existence in 1981 and has been used primarily 
as a part of the yearly production ofB irming ham-A Tribute To Dr. Martin Luther King. It 
is made up of community people, ISU students, and local church choir members. In 1990 the 
choir expanded its performances to include the State Farm Christmas Program, A.M. Con-
ference, and several local church functions. 
Choir Members 
Brenda Neely 
Stephanie Aners 
Sophronia Breedlove 
Marilyn Howard 
Lydia Long 
Lue Robertson 
Kathy Turner 
Charles Alsberry 
Deloris Beverly 
Elaine Hill 
James Joyner 
Robert Long 
Eric Thornton 
Oscar Witherspoon 
Lyndetta Alsberry 
Shirly Boykin 
La Vern Howard 
Beulah Kennedy 
Cheryl Mosely 
Robbie Thornton 
There will be a reception immediately following the program in the Center For Visual Arts 
Gallery. 
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